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SOUTH  rvESTEVEK  RUR/iL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1961 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 


i'lr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  ray  seventh  annual  Report  which 
is  that  for  the  year  1961. 


SECTION  a 


STATISTICS  aND  SOCIaL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  Acres  ..  . .  95,061 

population  (Census  Figure  1961)  . .  ••  15,3B6 

population  (Registrar  Generals  Extracted 

midyear  Population  1961)  ..  ..  14,930 

Number  of  inhabited  houses .  ,,  4^768 

Rateable  Value  ,,  .  . .  £106,502 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id,  rate  (Estimated)  ,,  ,,  £430*  Os*  Od,^ 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1961 


Note:  Birth  and  Death  Rates 


as  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in 
different  areas  materially  affects  both  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates 
of  these  areas,  comparability  factors  allowing  for  this  are 
issued  by  the  Registrar  General  for  each  Local  Government  Unit* 
These  factors  may  bo  used  for  calculating  what  arc  termed  in  this 
Report  as  ”Nct”  rates  and  fairer  comparisons  are  obtained  if  the 
latter  are  used  when  comparing  rates  with  those  of  any  other  area 
(when  these  have  been  similarly  adjusted)  or  with  the  Rates  for 
ghe  Country  as  a  whole*  o 


Ihese  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  South 
fGste\en  are  1,04  und  0.98  respectively.  The  corresponding 
figures  when  multiplied  by  the  Crude  Kate  (that  is  for  Births 
Dr  Deaths  as  the  case  may  be)  will  give  the  Net  Rate, 


Total  Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


M  F  total 

116  134  250 

108  127  235 

8  7  15 


Crude  Live  Birth  E.ate  per  1^000  of  estimated  population  - 


Net  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Hate 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent 


estimated  population  - 
for  England  and  Wales  - 
of  Total  Live  Births  - 


Still  Births 

Legitiraate 

Illegitimate 


M  F 

2  2 

2  2 


16,75 

17,42 

17.4 

total 

4 

4 


it ill  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

Rate  for  Eiigland  and  Wales 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 


Deaths 


M  F 

84  78 


15.75 

18,7 

254 

TOTiiL 

162 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Net  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Infantile  Mortality  —  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

M  F 

Number  of  Deaths .  1  3 

legitimate  .  2.  3 

Illegitimate  . _ 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


10,85 

10.63 

12.0 


total 

4 

4 


16,0 

21.4 
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The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  -was 
6  in  I960  and  3  in  1959. 

Infantile  Mortality  Puato  per  1,000  ijOgitimato 

Live  Births  - 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  - 

iNeo-Natal  Mortality  i.o.  Deaths  of  infants  under 

four  weeks  of  ag 


0 


17.0 

Nil 


I  es 


2  females 


Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths  i.e.  Deaths  of  infants 

under  one  week  of  age 


Ui. 


ales 


2  females 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  -  8^0 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  -  15*5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Births  -  8,0 

Pori-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

(i.e,  still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined)  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births  -  23.62 

There  was  no  case  of  Maternal  Death  i.e,  a  death  due  to 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth  or  i^bcrtion. 

The  Live  Birth  rate  at  17,42  was  virtually  the  same  as  that 
of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  which  at  17,4  was  the  highest 
Birth  Rate  recorded  since  194B,  The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  year 
at  15.75  was  three  points  lower  than  the  National  figure  at  18,7. 


The  Death  Rate  in  the  Rural  District  was  10.63  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population,  which  though  fractionally  up  on  the  year 
before,  was  still  more  than  one  point  less  than  the  National 
experience  of  12,0, 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  dales  v/as  21,4 
per  1,000  Live  Births  and  at  this  for  the  sixth  year  in  succession 
was  the  lowest  ever  previously  recorded.  South  Kesteven  did  better 
than  this  with  a  rate  of  16,0, 
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How  great  the  achievement  behind  these  figures  really  is, 
can  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that,  at  ohe  beginning  of  this  ^ 
Century,  13B  out  of  every  thousand  live  born  infants  died  in  the 
first  year  and  even  after  the  first  eorlo  War  in  1920,  death 
claimed  90  out  of  every  1,000  in  a  similar  period*  This  iw) 
indeec  indicative  of  the  skill  and  care  wMch  is  given  to  the 
expectant  mother  and  the  new  born  child  by  all  engaged  in  the 
iirt  oi  Obstetrics  and  in  Child  welfare*  However  there  is  still 
no  roc  son  for  complacency  as  the  equivalent  figures  in  the 
Scandinavian  Countries  are  consistently  oven  lower  than  ours* 

CnUSES  OF  INEnNlTLE  DEaTHS 


Inder  one  week  nge  n  1 

Inhalation  of  Liquor  and  Blood* 

Breecj:  Delivery*  30  minutes  -  1 

Kernicterus*  Prematurity. 

Birth  weight  2  lb.  1  oz*  6  days  -  1 

Under  one  year 

Broncho-Pneumonia  1  month  -  1 

Broncho  Pneumonia. 

Bongerital  Heart  Disease  4  months  1  - 


TOTiiLS  1  3 


It  must  again  be  emphasised  that  with  the  comparatively 
small  numbers  involved,  a  slight  variation  in  these  will  produce 
a  big  alteration  in  the  Kate* 

The  numbers  of  illegitimate  births  are  again  high  and  their 
peicer.tage  of  total  births  is  6* 

The  Natural  increase  (excess  of  live  births  over  deaths)  was 
88,  which  though  20  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  still  indicates 
a  healthy  population  trend* 

The  composition  of  our  community  for  age  and  sox  is  estimated 
oy  the  Kegistrar  General  to  be  closely  comparable  with  the 
3ountiy,as  a  wholes  both  alike  show  a  progressive  dominance  of 
bhe  gioup  in  the  over  retirement  age*  This  inevitably  presents 
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a  social  problera,  for  nany  of  these  are  elderly  persons  living 
alone  in  a  sparsely  populated  rural  area,  to  whom  it  is  often 
difficult  to  bring  all  the  social  and  welfare  services  that  could 

be  wished, 

CAUSES  OF  DEaTH 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4* 

5. 

b, 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  ., 
Sj’philitic  disease 
Diphtheria  ..  ..  .. 

'whooping  Cough  ..  .. 

Menincococcal  infections 
iicuto  Polionyclitis  , . 


Moasles  . . .  .• 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  nooplasn^  stonach  . 

Malignant  neoplasa,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ,, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Loulcaemia  and  nlcuhaemia  . ,  . 


Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ..  ,,  ,, 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ,, 

Other  circulatory  disease . 

Influenza.,  . . . 

Pneumonia . . . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

Gastritis  and  enteritis  and  diarrhoea.. 

Nephritis  and  Neplxrosis .  .. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ,.  .,  ,. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . . 
Congenital  malf'ormations  , .  , .  . ,  . . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ,.  ,,  ..  ,. 

iill  other  accidents 


M  F  TOTiiL 
1  -  1 


-  1  1 

2  1  3 

3  1  4 

-  2  2 

-  3  3 

B  9  17 

2  1  3 

11  2 

12  7  19 

15  9  24 

-  1  1 

11  U  25 

12  3 

24  6 

4  B  12 

7  -  7 

-  1  1 

11  2 


2  1  3 

5  B  13 

2  1  3 

42  6 
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35*  Luicide  ,* 

36.  l.oaicide  and  operations  of  war 


•  # 


1 


1 


TOTiiLS  84  78  lb2 


lisoases  of  the  cardio- vascular  systoci  as  usual  head  the  list 
of  the  causes  of  deaths  accounting  for  72  out  of  a  total  of  162, 

Of  these,  24  were  due  to  coronary  thrombosis  being  exactly  one 
third.  This  disease  has  become  an  ever  greater  scourge  in  recent 
years,  taking  a  heavy  toll  of  men  in  their  middle  life  in 
particular,  though  not  sparing  any  sex  or  class  in  the  fourth 
decades  and  upwards,  yhile  research  vjork  continues  into  the 
exact  causes  of  this  disease,  there  are  certain  points  which  the 
wise  X- ill  note.  Too  many  dig  their  own  graves  with  their  teeth 
by  eating  far  in  excess  of  their  dietary  needs,  iigain  it  is  very 
necessary  that  those  engaged  in  sedentary  ivork  should  obtain  some 
healtty  exercise  during  some  part  of  every  day  and  not  just  an 


excessive  amount  at  the  weekend, 
there  is  an  excessive  consumption 


There  is  abundant  evidence  that 
of  animal  fat  in  the  western 


diet  snd  that  this  causes 


a  raised  blood  chloresterol  wliich  is 


the  fc rerunner  of  coronary  disoaso.  These  countries  where  tliis 
is  not  a  feature  of  the  diet,  have  a  very  low  incidence  of  this 
diseaee. 


Substituting  vegetable  oils  for  some  of  the  fat  of  animal 
origin  would  certainly  seem  to  be  a  wise  precaution  in  our  food 
consunption  in  the  light  of  present  kiiow ledge  and  thought. 

Twenty-nine  deaths  were  due  to  malignant  disease  and 
additjonally,  there  were  three  from  leuicaemia  and  in  a  fourth 
case  this  was  also  a  feature.  In  this  the  ages  at  death  varied 
from  35  to  75, 

in  I960  there  was  one  death  and  in  1959,  three  deaths  from 
Leukaemia,  making  seven  or  possibly  eight  in  the  past  tiiree  years, 
whereas  tnere  was  only  one  in  the  ten  year  period  immediately 
preceding  1959. 

Turning  to  the  National  figures,  here  again  there  is  the 
same  picture  of  increasing  numbers  of  deaths  from  Leukaemia: 


8 


Year 

Aeed  2-4 

need  20  and  over 

1937 

55 

725 

1938 

57 

821 

1959 

117 

2094 

I960 

110 

2270 

How  far  is  this  increase  due  to  the  effect  of  ionising 
radiations  froa  X-rays^  from  Fall-out  following  atonic  explosions 
or  other  causes^  I  don*t  know  the  answer  but  record  the  facts 


which  are  thought  provoking. 


This  year  diseases  of  txie  respiratory  system  were  up  from 
the  11  of  1960  to  25^  due  largely  to  the  prevalence  of  influenza 
during  the  early  months  of  the  year^  with  its  customary  heavy  toll 
on  the  elderly^  six  of  whom  succumbed.  It  was  also  a  contributory 
cause  in  a  number  of  other  deaths.  Bronchitis  -  known  on  the 
continent  as  ‘^The  English  disease^*  because  it  is  commoner  in  this 
country  than  anyihiore  else  in  the  world  -  was  responsible  for  seve 


deaths. 


The  exact  causes  of  bronchitis  are  not  fully  understood^  but 
three  things  arc  of  immense  importance.  These  are:- 

1,  Cigarette  smoking  -  yet  another  charge  on  the 

cigarette's  crime  sheet. 


2,  Smoko  and  flumes  in  the  air  we  breathe. 

3,  Infection  with  germs  carried  into  the  bronchial  tubes. 

Nine  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  accidents,  of  these  three  were 
due  to  motor  vehicles  and  of  the  remaining  six,  tnree  were  caused 
by  accidents  in  tho  home  causing  fractured  thighs.  The  ages  at 
death  of  these  unfortunates  were,  a  man  aged  85,  a  woman  aged  87 
and  a  woman  aged  92.  It  is  tragic  that  after  people  have  had  long 
and  active  lives,  that  these  should  terminate  painfully  from  a 
domestic  accident  which  could  so  often  have  been  prevented,  had 
sufficient  attention  been  paid  to  the  environment  in  which  they 
lived.  Too  often  potential  death  lies  in  wait  in  the  dark  corner, 
the  ill-placed  step,  the  loose  rug,  or  the  dangerously  placed 
broom  handle,  Thoso  v;ho  visit  the  homes  where  the  elderly  live  an 
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pQP'fcic ulsply  wh-OPG  "fcliGy  live  alone  siiould  look  oul  fop  liazapds 
oUcii  cS  Ihcse  and  use  whal  influence  ihey  havc^  to  gel  tncni 
rouovedp  epe  worse  befall* 

Tiie  poads  also  conlinued  lo  lake  liieip  ooll  of  liie^  being 
accourlable  for  llxree  dealhs  at  ages  belween  28  and  81, 

The  one  suicide  ulilised  coal  gas,  II  is  evidenl  in  Ihese 
days  Vi  hen  suicide  is  nalionally  as  couiuion  as  is  dealh  fpoQ  road 
accidenls,  lhal  Ihe  Welfare  Slale  has  nol  broughl  peace  of  mind 
lo  many,  nor  provided  Ihe  ansv^er  lo  the  loneliness  of  old  age, 
which  drives  some  to  seek  this  way  out, 

SSCTICN  B  GENERAL  PROYISIONB  OF  HZa^LTH 

SERVICES  IN  THE  nREn 


Nursing  in  the  Home 


This  service  provided  by  the  Kosleven  County  Council,  is 
operated  in  the  area  by  eight  District  Nurse  Midwives  -  at 
ireatford.  Market  Deeping,  Deeping  St,  James,  vjitham— on-tlie-Hill, 
Hwippingale,  Billingbc rough  and  Colsterworth  -  covering  Castle 
iytham  -  and  Corby  Glen, 


TliPeo  Health  Visitors  work  part-time  in  the  area  and  some  of 
the  District  Nurses  already  mentioned  are  engaged  in  Health  Visit¬ 
ing  duties.  These  include  advice  on  Health  and  social  matters  to 


the  faiL'iily  as  a  whole  and  to  the  mothers  and  children  in 
particular, 

Romo  Helps 


These  are  provided  tliroughout  the  Rural  District  from  centres 
at  the  North  Street  Clinic  Bourne,  the  Barniiill  Clinic  Stamford 
and  from  Sleaford  for  the  Horbling,  Billing boro ugh  and  Folkingham 
areas. 


This  service  was  originally  intended  to  help  the  expectant 
mother  for  a  few  weeks  on  either  side  of  her  confinement.  Now  it 
is  virtually  monopolised  by  the  needs  of  the  elderly  and  the  dis- 
ablec,  k  few  hours  a  day  of  help  with  cleaning  and  cooking  can 
easily  make  all  the  difference  between  some  elderly  person  being 
able  to  live  in  their  own  homes  or  having  to  exist  in  an 
institution. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres 


These  are  provided  at  Castle  Bythan,  Corby  Glen, Billingbo rough, 
Folkinghani,  Market  Deeping,  Morton  and  Ihurlby,  in  each  case  in 
prenises  where  iQprovisation  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Those  in 
Market  Duoping  in  particular  are  now  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands 
made  upon  them  by  the  public.  In  addition  the  central  clinics  in 
Stamford  and  Bourne  so3?ve  the  surrounding  areas,  ait  the  earnest 
request  of  the  Royal  Air  Force  iiutiiorities,  a  new  clinic  was 
opened  this  year  at  the  E.A.F.  (quarters,  Langtoft.  It  is  run  on 
alternate  Mondays  and  has  been  very  well  attended,  relieving  a 
little  of  the  pressure  on  the  Market  Deeping  one.  At  all  these 
centres  Welfare  Foods  and  food  supplements  are  made  available.  I 
would  like  to  6X01*033  my  appreciation  of  the  help  of  a  dedicated 
band  of  voluntary  workers  who  give  so  much  assistance  to  the 
Health  Visitors  and  myself  at  all  these  Clinics.  A  doctor  attends 
all  of  these  except  the  Morton  and  Thurlby  Clinics. 

Immunisation 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  -^etanus 
and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  are  provided  without  cost  to  the 
patient  by  the  Family  Doctors  under  the  County  Council  scheme.  In 
some  instances  Poliomyelitis  protection  is  provided  also  by  the 
Family  Doctors. 


ixll  those  items  of  service  are  provided  on  request  without 
prior  appointments  at  the  Stamford,  Bourne,  Market  Deeping, 
Folkingham,  Billing borough  and  Langtoft  Clinics. 


^^StorlD^  Club  or  Mother  craft  and  Relaxation 

Classes  for  Exioectant  Mothers. 

These  were  started  in  Stamford  and  Bourne  in  1959  and  I960 
respectively  and  a  number  of  interested  mothers- to-be  from  the 
Rural  District  have  attended  each.  The  meetings  are  held  weekly 
and  consist  of  a  course  of  eight  lectures  on  various  aspects  of 
mothercraft,  baby  care  and  preparation  for  confinement.  Fach 
lecture  is  fcllov/ed  by  a  Relaxation  class  which  makes  for  easier 
childbirth  as  numerous  members  of  the  class  have  subsequently 
testified.  A  cup  of  tea  and  a  chat  make  the  afternoon  a 
pleasantly  sociable  one.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future 
more  from  the  Rural  Area  will  be  able  to  join  in  these  activities. 
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Ambulance  Service 


Ihis  is  provided  for  the  Rural  District  by  a  radio- 
coritrclled  systea  froLi  centres  at  Staaford  whore  there  are  three 
sinbulc nces  and  one  dual  purpose  vehicle^  and  Bourne  wh-^re  there 
are  tvo  ambulances  ana  two  dual  purpose  vohicl^js.  Small  areas 
are  also  served  from  Sleaford  and  Grantham* 


By  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards 

Ill  the  usual  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  East 
ixngli^n  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the  southern  part  of  the  area, 
from  hospitals  situated  in  Peterborough,  Stamford  and  Bourne, 
Sitiiilrr  services  are  provided  by  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board  in  the  northern  ar^^a  from  the  Grantimm  Hospital.  Tliis 
latter  Board  provides  the  services  for  the  Mentally  disordered 
tlirou^  110  ut  the  'whole  area  from  their  Hospitals  at  Harms  ton  Hall 

and  Ra.uceby, 


Venereal  Disease 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  Out  patients  Department,  Piemorial 
Hospital,  Peterborough,  under  Dr,  N.xi,  Pwoss, 

Males 

ihond^oys  4*30  -  6,30  p.Oo 

Wednesdays  5,30  -  7,00  p.m. 

By  tie  Medical  Research  Council 

Label at cry  Facilities 

Bacteriological  investigations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  situated  at  the  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital 
and  under  the  control  of  Dr,  E,J,  Glencross,  The  service  includes 
the  examination  of  milk  and  water  supplies  as  well  as  general 
bacte^rio logical  examinations  for  the  Family  Doctors  and  the  Public 
Health  Department, 

By  the  Family  Planning  association 

This  year  saw  the  start  of  a  Family  Planning  Clinic  at  the 


Females 

Tuesdays  10.30  -  12  noon 
Thursdays  4.30  -  6,30  p.m. 
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Barnhill  Clinic  Staiiiford.  The  objective  is  to  help  married 
people  in  the  planning  of  their  families*  iit  tne  Clinic^  patients 
can  obtain  advice  on  methods  of  contraception and  medical  help 
with  sexual  problems  and  advice  in  cases  of  sterility  and  sub- 

fertility. 

Oral  methods  of  contraception  are  not  used  and  in  my  opinion 
very  rightly  so,  as  they  depend  on  the  use  of  hormones  which 
inhibit  the  ovaries.  Until  every  possible  fear  of  long  term  ill 
effects  have  been  allayed,  is  it  not  better  to  wait  and  see? 

Interested  persons  from  the  Rural  District  will  be  very 
welcome  at  tiiis  Clinic,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr, 

WMtely,  assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  sessions  are  held 

First  Tuesday  -  2.0  p.m,  to  3^0  p.m. 

Third  Tuesday  -  7.0  p.m,  to  8,0  p.m. 


Si.MIT.c-RI  idID  ENVIR0Ni>iENTiiL 
CIRCljMST.iMCES  OF  THE 


The  Council* s  water  supply  is  potentially  available  to  94% 
of  the  population  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  19bl,  112  applications  for  connections  were 
received  and  of  those,  97  were  completed  during  the  period. 
Extensions  of  the  mains  were  made  to  Edenham  Road  Hanthorpe, 

Sewage  Disposal  Morks  Horbling,  Goat  Inn  Frognall,  Godsey  Lane 
Market  Deeping,  The  Grove  Market  Deeping,  West  Road  Bill ingbo rough. 
New  (quarry  Farm  Clipsham,  East  Lodge  Farm  Carlby,  Obthorpe  Lane 
Thurlby,  Pettywood  Farm  Holywell,  and  Lockwood* s  field  Carlby. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  in  December,  1961 
was  453,000  gallons  compare^  with  413,000  in  December,  1900, 
giving  an  average  consumption  of  30,4  gallons  per  head  per  day, 

TnBLE  OF  iiMi.LYSIS  OF  THE  FIVE  SOURCES 

OF  PUBLIC  VhiTER  SUPPLIES  IN  THE  iuUlk 

This  has  again  been  included  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health, 
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The  sources  of  supply  were  again  fully  adequate  in  quantity 
and  of  high  chemical  and  bacteriological  standards  of  purity*  As 
they  are  obtained  from  bores  tapping  the  underground  water  reser¬ 
voirs  of  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone,  they  are  as  one  would  expect 
of  a  very  hard  nature  -  varying  from  340  to  370  parts  per  million 
of  total  hardness.  The  exception  to  this  latter  characteristic  is 
the  supply  to  th^.  favoured  parish  of  Deeping  St,  James,  Here,  due 
to  a  base  exchange  reaction,  there  is  a  soft  water  80  parts  per 
million  of  total  hardness  and  an  average  of  about  2  parts  per 
million  of  Fluorine,  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  latter  element 
in  the  protection  of  teeth  from  the  ravages  of  dental  caries  are  now 
well  known.  They  can  bo  fully  demonstrated  in  the  much  better 
dental  condition  of  the  children  in  that  parish  compared  with 
others  living  elsewhere  in  the  Rural  area,  iifter  23  years  of 
consumption  of  this  fluorinated  water,  there  are  certainly  no 
signs  that  anyone  has  received  anything  but  good  therefrom,  as  a 
combined  study  of  the  mortality  and  morbidity  figures  together  with 

local  residents  will  confirm. 


SLUdy 
working  amongst 


th.. 


It  would  be  a  great  forward  step  in  preventive  medicine  and 
in  the  control  of  the  epidemic  of  dental  caries  if  the  South 
Lincolnshire  Jator  noard  found  it  possible  to  exploit  this 
alternative  uneerground  water  supply  which  lies  eastward  of 
Tallington  to  the  sea  and  distribute  it  over  a  wider  area. 


ine  iiinisi/ry  of  nousing’  and  Local  Government  have  given  their 
olossing  to  tae  formation  oi  the  new  South  Lincolnshire  Later  Board 
which  will  come  into  full  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1962,  There¬ 
after  it  wi__L  bo  responsible  for  the  planning,  supjply  and  dis¬ 
tribution  Oa  oliis  vioal  commodity  throughout  the  area.  The  Rural 
District  wi^l  bo  nanding  over  an  efficient  and  modern  service  to 
the  now  ^lUthcrity^  and  will  b©  represented  by  two  members  on  the 
Board,  so  tnere  ^^/ill  be  a  democratic  voice  in  future  policy  and 
developments.  The  other  District  Councils  who  will  also  be 
constituent  numbers  of  the  new  Body  will  be,  Stamford  Borough 
Bourne  Urban,  Boston  Urban,  Spalding  Urban,  East  Elloe  Rural/ 
Spaleing  Rurul.  Barnack  Rural  and  Ketton  Rural. 


It  is  of  Course  in  lino  with  the  Government  Policy  to 
Regionalise  wate';*  interests,  which  has  already  led  to  the  dis— 
appearance  of  abcut  300  statutory  water  undertakings  since  1956* 
by  amalgamation,  export  from  its  other  duties,  the  Board  will  need 
to  safeguard  the  vitally  important  underground  water  supplies  from 
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over  exploitation  for  land  irrigation  purposes  and  from  pollution 
by  mining  operation  or  ill  considered  refuse  disposal  schemes. 

It  speaks  very  highly  for  the  spirit  of  co-operation  amongst 
ail  the  above  mentioned  Councils  and  other  interested  parties  that 
when  the  Ministry  held  a  Public  Inquiry  into  the  proposals  for  the 
formation  of  the  Board,  only  one  objection  was  heard.  This 
state  smanship  on  the  part  of  the  negotiators  augurs  well  for  the 
futuae,  particularly  when  in  the  areas  of  a  number  of  the  Councils 
the  change  was  likely  to  be  accompanied  by  increased  water  charges. 
This  uniformity  of  purpose  is  very  w  orthy  of  recognition.  It  was 
realised  however  that  a  locally  agreed  solution  was  better  than  a 
dictated  one  from  outside  which  would  most  likely  have  been  the 
alternative. 

Again  this  year  there  were  several  complaints  concerning 
private  water  supplies  to  isolated  properties.  In  two  instances 
where  pollution  was  discovered,  the  occupiers  were  warned  that  all 
water  for  domestic  consumption  should  be  boiled.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  this  is  not  a  very  satisfactory  solution  to  a 

problem  which  only  the  extension  of  the  water  mains  will  completely 
answer. 


Following  on  the  episode  mentioned  in  the  19 oO  Report  in 
which  the  uTxington  water  supply  had  been  contaminated  by  the 
accidental  spilling  of  a  Petroleum  Kerosene  mixture,  a  request 
was  received  from  the  Director  of  the  Geological  Burvey  for  a 
paper  on  the  subject,  i^lith  the  permission  of  the  Marquis  of 
Exeter  and  ehe  Council,  this  was  written  and  presented  at  the 
Annual  Meeting ^ of  the  Society  for  i^tater  Treatment  and  Examination 
^der  the  auspices  of  the  Survey,  En  passant  the  water  pressure 
in  tnis  supply  is  low  which  gives  rise  to  frequent  complaints. 


An  escape  of  fuel  oil  occurred  into  a  dyke  near  Aslackby 
Graining  to  the  Forty  Foot,  It  made  the  water  noxious  for  stock 
but  fortunately  did  not  involve  domestic  supplies.  The  paramount 
importance  of  keeping  watercourses  and  supplies  free  from  contam¬ 
ination  cannot  be  stressed  too  much  and  when  tin^eatened  that 
immediate  warning  be  given  to  the  Health  Department, 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  report  again  that  the  house 
connections  to  the  modern  sewage  disposal  works  at  Corby  Glen  are 
less  than  half  of  what  they  ought  to  be.  After  seven  years  of 
operation,  only  47%  have  been  connected  to  it.  Quite  apart  from 
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this  continual  underuse  of  its  capacity,  there  remains  the  public 
health  threat  of  pollution  of  the  underground  water  supplies  via 
the  porous  x^incolnshire  Limestone  or  through  the  numerous  swallow 
holes  to  be  found  in  this  area.  It  is  an  urgenuhope  that  1962  will 
see  this  potential  danger  finally  removed|  now  lihat  the  Council 
have  adopted  the  policy  of  making  the  house  connections  themselves, 
where  a  disposal  works  is  available. 


The  connection  of  properties  to  the  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market 
Deeping  and  Deeping  St,  James  system  is  much  more  satisfactory  and 
hero  of  the  work  had  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Every  effort  was  continued  during  the  period  to  obviate 
malodour  at  the  sewage  disposal  works,  by  meticulous  attention  to 
their  operation.  Only  on  one  occasion  was  an  effluent  discovered 
which  was  not  well  within  Royal  Commission  standards  and  this  was 
under  freak  conditions.  The  difficulty  previously  mentioned  of 
oboaining  alkaline  digestion  in  the  cold  sludge  digestion  tanks 
persisted.  This  in  spite  of  continued  liming,  reduction  of  the 
supernatant  wat^r  and  heavy  seeding  of  thu  tanks  with  active  sludge 
of  a  PH  of  B  from  a  neighbouring  iiUthority*s  works.  In  this  context 
I  would  like  to  express  appreciation  of  the  help  and  advice  which 
Mr,  Spottiswood,  Chief  Chemist  of  the  Peterborough  Sewage  Disposal 
'it^iorks  so  generously  gave  us. 


In  spite  of  all  the  efforts  in  the  contrary  direction,  the 
sludge  returned  to  the  acid  sidel  At  no  time  did  I  detect  any 
nuisance  from  smell  from  the  sludge  digestion  tanks  or  any  other 
part  of  the-  works,  though  once  during  the  year,  a  complaint  was 
received  about  malodour  from  the  sludge  drying  beds. 

The  proposal  for  the  provision  of  sewage  disposal  schemes  for 
the  parishes  of  Ilacconby,  Morton  (including  Hanthorpe)  and  Thurlby 
(including  Northorpo),  was  the  subject  of  a  Local  Inquiry  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  The  seneme  entails  of 
the  use  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  belonging  to  the  Bourne  Urban 
District  Council,  Here  capacity  will  be  provided  by  reducing  the 
amount  of  surface  and  infiltration  water  going  to  the  works.  The 
only  objections  at  all  to  the  proposals  came  from  the  spokesman  of 
the  River  Boards  vjho  would  be  expected  to  accept  the  final  effluents 
These  will  have  to  be  resolved  as  5B1  houses  of  whom  294  sre  served 
at  present  by  pail  or  vault  closets  are  in  insistent  need  of  a 
modern  disposal  system!  The  whole  concept  and  planning  of  the 
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scheme  is  a  model  of  good  neighbour  relations  and  co-operation 
between  the  two  Councils  and  their  Consulting  Engineers  from  uhich 
the  Eatepayers  will  benefit  in  both  Authorities  areas. 

By  mid— year  it  was  clear  tnat  the  scheme  would  go  foi*ward  as 
the  Ministry  had  approved  of  it  in  principle  and  later  agreed  to 

tenc  ers  being  invited* 

Looking  forward  as  ever  this  Council  have  considered  where 
the  next  drainage  schemes  are  most  necessary.  An  extension  of 
the  Godsey  Lane  Lewer  Market  Deeping^  and  schemes  for  pointon, 

Eoll  ingham  and  »Dvjayfield^  the  latuer  to  the  Corby  Glen  works^ 
will  all  be  carefully  weighed. 

The  embarrassingly  s\vift  development  of  the  Deepings  will 
throw  an  ever  increasing  load  on  tiie  Deeping  St,  aames  sewage 
disposal  works|  which  even  the  most  prescient  planner  could  not 
have  anticipated  as  ever  likely  to  arise.  The  implications  of 
this  are  oovious. 

New  methods  of  pig  rearing  are  being  developed  in  which  the 
pigs  run  on  open  floors.  The  excreta  drops  tlirough  into  channels 
draining  to  a  taiik  where  the  final  effluent  is  collected,  pending 
disposal. 

Should  such  undertakings  reach  large  proportions,  the  problem 
could  be  a  difficult  one,  particularly  if  the  Council* s  sewers 
were  involved  as  the  B.O.D  of  such  an  effluent  could  be  very  high. 

Every  school  within  the  District  has  now  a  modern  water 
carriage  system  of  disposal  and  wherever  these  are  available  have 
been  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers. 

In  parallel  with  the  necessary,  but  costly  modern  sewage 
disposal  systems,  which  have  been  mentioned,  a  weekly  nightsoil 
collection  service  operates  throughout  the  District,  We  can  surely 
loc  k  forward  to  this  being  curtailed  or  withdrawn  from  those  areas 
wix-ch  have  modern  alternatives,  both  on  the  grounds  of  aesthetics 
anc  cost. 

The  nightsoil  is  disposed  of  by  irrigation  on  farm  land,  not 
a  wholly  satisfactory  arrangement.  The.  idea  of  composting  has 
received  attention  and  something  may  come  of  it,  pending  the  final 
disappearance  of  the  necessity  for  it,  when  the  final  few  night- 


soil  buckets  are  being  dealt  with  at  one  of  the  Council* s  sewage 
disposal  works.  May  that  day  soon  come. 

The  refuse  collection  is  on  a  fortnightly  .iorbside  basis,  but 
in  special  cases  of  age  or  disablement,  collection  from  the  house 
itself  will  be  carried  out  by  prior  arrangement  with  the  Surveyor, 

It  should  hardly  be  necessary  but  unfortunately  is,  to  stress  the 
great  importance  of  householders  using  only  standard  bins  with 
properly  fitting  lids,  when  two  weeks  elapse  beoween  collections. 
If  this  is  not  observed,  the  contents  can  become  most  unpleasant, 
particularly  in  the  hotter  weather. 

Litter  baskets  have  been  provided  on  a  generous  scale  and  to 
the  wishes  of  all  the  Parishes,  They  have  made  a  valuable  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  anti-litter  campaign,  and  to  tht,  effort  to  keep  our 
countryside  tidy  and  fair  of  face, 

At  Market  beeping  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  ground  for  an 
extension  of  the  present  Burial  Ground  has  continuod, ^  though  it 
is  urgently  required  for  a  purpose  which  brooks  of  no  further 
delay.  This  continual  dissontion  over  an  addition  to  God*s  Acre 
is  deplorable.  Apart  from  this,  all  other  needs  in  the  area  have 
been  amicably  met. 

The  nearest  crematorium  is  at  Marholm,  near  Peterborough,  and 
increasing  use  is  being  made  of  this  as  an  alternative  to  burial. 

Mortuary  facilities  for  the  Coroner  and  the  Police  are  made 
available  jointly  with  the  Bourne  Urban  District  Council  at  St, 
Peter* s  Hospital,  Bourne,  Use  is  also  made  of  the  Municipal  one 
at  Stamford, 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Kural  District,  but 
many  residents  use  those  situated  in  Bourne  and  Cibamford,  though 
the  weather  was  not  very  conducive  to  swimming  this  season. 

Five  Gang-masters  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 

The  Voluntary  Laundry  at  Deeping  St,  James  though  it  had  to 
move  to  new  premises,  has  continued  to  function  as  efficiently  as 
ever  in  its  Good  Samaritan  works  for  the  elderly  and  needy  in  that 
area.  It  is  the  epitome  of  voluntary  social  service, 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


34  Council  houses  were  built  in  1961,  compared  v^ith  22 
in  the  year  I960, 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  further  Id  houses  were  under 
construction.  This  would  have  been  a  greater  number  had  it  not 
been  for  the  *’go  slow*’  edicts  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  reducing  capital 
expenditure.  The  continuing  era  of  dear  money  does  not  make  the 
task  of  housing  those  who  need  it  an  easy  one. 


private  enterprise  completed  53  new  houses  during  the  same 
period,  actually  IB  mor:.-.  than  in  the  previous  year  and  54  more 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  year*  s  end,  Tnis  is  a  very 
creditable  performance. 

The  Council  encourages  owners  of  sub-standard  properties 
which  are  nonetheless  structurally  in  reasonable  condition,  to 
come  forward  with  proposals  to  make  them  conform  with  modern 
standards  of  fitness,  and  give  them  a  now  lease  of  lif'e. 

Improvement  Grants  are  made  in  appropriate  cases  and  during 
who  year  42  of  these  were  ax;arded,  only  one  less  than  in  19o0. 
hhon  every  house  and  other  dwelling  is  so  urgently  needed,  this 
makes  a  big  contribution  to  the  problem. 

Just  now  big  that  problem  is  can  be  seen  from  the  figures 
which  follow. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  453  applicants  on  the 
waiting  list  for  a  Council  house,  of  these  334  live  in  this 
district  and  119,  w.Ale  living  outside,  either  “work  or  wish  to  do 
lo  within  the  Rural  area.  At  the  end  of  I960,  the  corresponding 
figures  were  376  and  in  1959  225.  Since  the  end  of  the  war,  the 
Council  have  built  750  houses  and  alto;^ ether  own  1183  permanent 
houses,  so  it  can  be  seen  how  long  it  will  take  to  meet  this 
embarrassingly  large  demand. 

Out  of  the  453  applications,  no  fewer  than  149  require 
elderly  persons  accommodation,  that  is  33%  of  the  total.  These 
figures  speak  for  themselves  in  saying  that  both  houses  for  general 
needs  and  bungalows  for  the  elderly  are  urgently  required,  and 
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that  an  increased  annual  production  is  the  only  answer.  Even  then 
many  are  going  to  have  a  long  wait  before  their  aspirations  can  be 
met. 


A  great  schonio  reached  its  fulfilment  this  year^  with  the 
opening  of  the  Grouped  Elderly  Persons  Bungalow  scheme  at  the 
Jjeepings.  The  nineteen  bungalows  are  now  fully  occupied  and  have 
brought  enormous  blessings  already  to  their  lucky  tenants,  aiany 
of  whom  for  the  first  time  have  experienced  the  great  enhancement 
of  their  autumnal  days  iv^hich  a  small  easily  run  bungalow  with  its 
modern  conveniences  can  bring,  I  have  repeatedly  said  that  so 
much  of  the  success  of  these  schemes  ultimately  depends  on  the 
calibre  of  the  Warden  and  his  wife,  to  whom  all  the  residents 
will  turn  for  help  when  in  trouble  or  adversity.  In  Mr,  and  Mr 
Bevan*s  hands,  this  aspect  of  the  scheme  seems  secure.  The 
Council  wisely  refrained  from  tenanting  all  the  bungalows  with 
persons  who  were  so  elderly  or  physically  incapacitated  as  to  be 
unable  to  help  others  less  fortunate  th^n  themselves.  This  is 
vital  if  the  Gomsiunity  is  to  be  a  happily  integrated  one  and  the 
strain  on  the  Warden  is  not  to  be  an  intolerable  one. 


s* 


The  Council  considers  on  their  merits  those  who  apply  for 
priority  rehousing  on  the  grounds  of  ill  health,  though  they 
do  not  actually  operate  a  Points  Bcheme.  In  eacn  case  a  full 
invest ig '-I L> ion  is  earned  out  personally  by  your  doctor  and  1  hav( 
been  xully  assisted  in  this  by  my  family  doctor  colleagues. 

During  the  year  there  were  14  applications  under  this 
heading. 


five  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  and  investigated 
during  the  year  —  one  of  these  being  in  a  caravan  of  vjhich  I  will 
speak  anon. 


iwo  of  chose  hud  been  abated  at  the  year*  s  end. 

Heaving  regard  oo  special  cases  under  Health  a  nd  overcrowding 
headings  and  to  meet  urgent  socio-medical  needs,  t_ie  Tenants 
CoiiimiuteG  have  made  arrangements  for  your  doctor  to  attend  their 
meetingu  whic/i  will  make  for  a  still  closer  liaison  between  the 
two  spheres  of  work  -  Health  and  Housing, 

In  the  case  of  caravan  "overcrowding**  the  situation  was  that 
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ir.  a  22  feet  long  van  ^  there  yore  living  tyo  adults  and  their 
family  consisting  of  a  boy  of  15,  a  girl  of  11,  a  boy  of  8,  a  girl 
of  6,  a  girl  of  5,  a  boy  of  4,  a  boy  of  2  and  one  of  a  year  old 
-  a  total  of  two  adults  and  eight  children. 


No  legislation  prescribes  this  as  overcrowded^  than  which  I 
cai.  make  no  more  scathing  comment  on  the  Law  as  it  applies  to 
c:aavans|  though  nop  piokers*  vans,  canal  boats  and  every  other 
fojui  of  human  domicile  has.  Do  not  small  chiloren  have  tiie  Right 
to  be  protected  statutorily  from  over  herding?  lire  Childrens* 
hct  provides  for  no  intervention  either  on  their  behalf.  The 
dangers  from  an  overturned  paraffin  stove  in  such  surroundings 
must  be  self  evident. 


AS  I  adUiibrated  last  year,  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
i>evelopment  Act,  19o0  set  poor  enough  standaros  and  certainly 
lowar  ones  than  those  already  uniformly  agreed  tiiroughout  the 
County  of  Kesteven.  Now  a  further  circular  from  the  ministry  of 
Housing  and  Loc<-.l  Government  has  indicated  that  the  ministry 
didn*t  intend  tnem  to  be  quite  so  enthusiastically  applied  as 

instances,  that  some  of  the  requirements 
maximum  rather  thah  minimum  and  that  perhaps 
turned  on  those  who  didn*  t  comply  strictly. 


ilciG 


biie: 

shenid  be 
a  blind  oye 


Doen  in  some 
regarded  as 
should  be 


Jlx'Gi  aordinaryi 


The  Slum  Clearance  programme  has  continued  to  make  steady 
progress,  though  at  a  slower  rate  than  in  its  early  years.-  n 
furl  her  19  houses  --  th^^  same  as  in  19c0  -  were  dealt  with,  maxing 
a  tctal  of  2h4  since  the  stai^t  six  years  ago. 


Originally  in  1953,  it  was  estimated  th..t  there  wore  659 
houses  in  the  Slum  Clearance  categories,  and  that  it  would  take 
18  jears  to  deal  with  them.  So  more  than  a  third  has  been  dealt 
witl  in  a  third  of  the  proposed  time,  sill  19  iiouses  were  dealt 
w^ti.  under  the  Housing  xet,  1959,  Section  Id  and  no  Clearance 
areas  have  been  proposed  during  the  year.  Speaking  of  which,  one 
person  in  Castle  Bytham  still  remains,  not  r^Tioused  from  the 
Clearance  area  which  was  dealt  with  eight  years  ago.  It  is  hoped 
she  will  be  rehoused  in  19b2, 


In^ re-hcusing  those  displaced  by  Clearance  procedures,  the 
close  lisison  between  the  Tenants  and  the  Housing  Standards 
Coniiiittee  has  made  the  operation  as  painless  as  possible. 
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In  the  prG-\>Jar  houses  there  are  237  without  water  lavatoric.s 
and  421  without  hot  water  systems  and,  of  these  233  are  also  witi>- 
out  baths.  It  is  hoped  that  a  scheme  for  modernising  these 
properties  progressively  will  be  possible  within  the  not  too 
distant  future. 


No  case  of  infestation  with  vermin  was  reported 
the  Council* s  1220  occupied  houses  during  the  year, 
standard  of  licusehold  management  which  exists  in  the 
high  and  deserves  mention. 


from  any  of 
The  general 
district  is 


SECTION 


INSPECTION  iiND  SuPEKVlSION  OE  EGUD 


There  arc  now  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  this  area, 
one  less  th._m  the  year  before,  and  100>o  meat  inspection  is  main¬ 
tained  at  these.  The  structural  conditions,  facilities  and 
equipment  h-vo  been  brought  up  to  the  standards  required  by  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  195^, 


The  jjistrict  would  appear  to  be  adequately  served  by  tiiese, 
liie  three  in  Bourne  and  the  Council  o'wned  abattoirs  at  Stamford 
and  Pcterborougii, 


The  Eeou  Hygiene  Eegulations  of  1955  and  the  Codes  of  practice 
j.v;h  have  evolved  tiit;refror:i  are  now  generally  accepted  tiirougiiout 
the  Listrict,  though  not  unfortunately  always  fully  operated  in 
every  food  prGi:iises,  Admittedly  tho  small  village  store  with  its 
wide  variety  of  goods  often  I'Jith  inadequate  storage  facilities 
presents  many  difficulties  to  tiie  achievement  of  a  high  standard  of 
food  handling. 


It  is  evident  that  promises  may  be  provided  with  the  necessary 
facilities  and  yet  not  function  up  to  the  standards  required  from 
a  food  hygiene  point  of  view.  This  may  be  due  to  ohe  actual  work 
being  carried  on  in  a  muddle  or  in  an  unmethodical  vjay,  thereby 
begetting  untidyncss,  which  in  turn  always  results  in  uncloanlinoss. 


The  state  of  a  food  premises  can  often  be  judged  on  its  back 
yard.  If  tne  area  whore  refuse  and  salvage  is  stored  is  unsatis¬ 
factory,  one  can  c^q^ect  to  find  other  parts  of  the  premises  also 
sub-standard,  so  tidyncss  is  an  asset  which  should  be  sought  after 
and  acquired.  This  truth  was  brought  home  forcibly  when  dealing 
with  one  cafe  in  particular  during  the  year.  Here  the  back-yard 
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i^as  like  a  bomb  site  and  a  pile  of  dog  litter  took  a  prominent 
place  in  the  background  to  be  seen  from  the  kitchen  window. 


A  couple  of  other  food  xoremiS'^s  were  also  observed  with  the 
same  disregard  for  aesthetics  and  good  hygiene  outsioe. 

Only  periodical  friendly  visits  from  the  Health  Inspectors 
will  insure  that  an  acceptable  stanuard  is  maintained.  Unfort¬ 
unately  ,  with  the  many  demands  on  their  time^  this  in  the  past 
has  not  been  possible ^  but  may  oe  achieved  with  the  increase  in 
the  establishiaent  of  Health  Inspectors  to  three. 


Whether  it  bo  at  shop  or  stalls  or  in  restaurant,  hotel  or 
licensed  premises,  the  fastidious  customer  and  the  discriminaoing 
buyez',  can  exert  an  enormous  influence  for  the  maintenance  of 
high  standards  of  food  handling  by  refusing  to  patronise  tnese 
who  do  not  observe  them  scrupulously. 


It  would  be  a  big  step  forward  if  all  shops,  where  food  is 
prepared  or  sold  for  immediate  consumption,  had  to  be  registered 
with  tho  Local  Authority,  as  in  fact  applies  to  milk  and  ice 
cream. 


No  sample  of  fuberculin  tested  but  non-heat  treated  milk 
was  found  to  con'&ain  Hrucolla  organisms  either  in  this  or  the 
neighbouring  area,  Tliis  was  abundant  justification  of  tho 
combined  effort  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  County,  Bourne 
Urban  and  ourselves  in  finding  and  with  the  farmers*  co-opo.ration 
eradicating  positive  excretors  from  the  herds  of  dairy  cows.  It 
invclvcd  the  taking  of  some  400  samples  and  a  gre:..!  deal  of  work 
but  it  has  perhaps  prevented  a  number  of  cases  of  unduiant  fever 
amoigst  the  consumers  of  this  type  of  Qiilk, 


Routine  attention  was  paid  to  the  undertakings  where  v;ater 
crcf  s  is  grown  commercially.  In  each  sample,  tho  bore  waters 
wort  found  to  bo  sterile.  As  it  grows  in  tne  beas  it  is  however 
subject  to  contamination  by  birds  and  uther  factors,  so  the  only 
way  that  a  virtually  sterile  product  could  be  obtained  would  be 
by  iaimersion  in  a  chlorinating  tank  before  it  is  despatched  by  the 
growers.  After  that,  it  would  howaver  still  be  subject  to  the 
hazards  of  handling  and  distribution. 


The  large  blackcurrant  growing  concern  within  tho  area 
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continues  to  attract  a  large  influx  of  itinerant  pickers  during 
the  season.  While  the  owners  have  provided  water  points  and 
sanitary  conveniences  for  their  uso^  these  have  been  toisused  dis^ 
gracefully,  ooiiic  of  the  cauipers  behaving  no  beoter  uhan  cattle 
in  the  way  they  soiled  the  latrines  and  the  surrounding  areas. 

Camp  control  and  discipline  should  be  tightened  up  generally. 

There  appears  to  be  no  other  answer. 

Amongst  the  many  additives  used  in  feeding  stuffs  for  animals 
and  poultry  arc  antibiotics.  There  would  appear  to  be  a  real  risk 
that  these  may  in  time  produce  resistant  strains  of  intestinal 
organisms  (saLaoneallae)  and  of  the  staphylo coccus.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  those  who  plan  and  permit  those  acldibicns  will  reserve 
a  few  antibiotics  for  human  use  to  which  these  organisms  will 
remain  sensitive? 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Sanpli^  in  the  South  Kestevc-n  R.D, 


Mr.  Hawley^  Chief  Inspector  of  tieights  and  sieasures  for  the 
County^  reportod  that  34  samples  were  taken  in  she  Rural  District 
under  the  provisions  of  bht.  above  Act  curing  19ol. 

Speaking  of  his  work  he  comuonts  need  hardly  say  that 
sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  merely  one  of  the  many 
ways  in  which  th^  int^rosts  of  the  consumer  are  safeguarded.  Many 
otner  officials  arc  equally  concerned  to  ensure  tiie  public  get 
good  food  In  wholesome  and  hygienic  conditions  cuad  whenever  it  is 
possible  to  collaborate  in  these  matters,  I  try  to  establish 
effective  liaison  with  oohers  doing  similar  work*  There  is  an 
extremely  harmonious  relationship  between  my  Department  and  the 
Public  Health  Department  (of  the  Rural  District)  and  this  certainly 
helps  to  iiiixarovc  the  quality  of  the  work  done  by  the  County  as 
Food  and  Drugs  xiutlicrity** , 


The  sampics  taken  in  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  were:- 


Beef  (minced) 
Butter 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Cream 

Margarine 

Meat  Paste 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Milk 

Stewed  Steak 
Preserves 


23 

1 

4 


BUl'TER 

By  definition  (Butter  and  margarine  Eegulations,  1955)  butter 
must  be  raade  exclusively  from  milk^  with,  or  witbout  salu  and  with, 
or  without  certain  permitted  colouring  rxiatters.  It  must  NOT 
contain  preservatives  (other  than  salt)  and  not  .more  than  lb  per 
cent  of  water.  The  sample  obtained  was  genuine^  free  from  chemical 
preservatives  and  contained  15 •79  per  cent  of  water  —  a  tribute  to 
the  skill  of  modern  butter  blenders. 


emm 

The  sample  was  sterilised  Jersey  cream  for  which  the  stat¬ 
utory  standaro  is  23  per  cent  butter  fat.  This  sample  contained 
Ib.D  per  cent  butterfat, 

lk.ii(liK[NE 


“V* 

X 


The  Pood  Standards  (hargarine)  Order^  1954  and  the  Butte 
and  Margarine  Regulations^  1955  govern  the  compositions  of 
margarine  and  give  it  a  food  value  not  much  inferior  to  butter^ 
namely  a  vitsuain  content  which  approxioGtes  to  that  of  real 
butter  and  a  maximum  water  content  of  16  per  cent, 

HcWv.ver,  whereas  real  butter  must  be  made  exclusively  from 
milk^  margarine  must  NOT  contain  more  than  10  per  cent  of  fat 
derived  from  milk.  This  sample  contained  15.7b  per  cent  of  water, 
plus  all  the  permitted  vitamins. 


MLK 


Milk  sampled  in  South  Kesteven  is  still  somewhat  below  the 
County  iiverage.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  all  samples  are 
taken  from  retailors  and  it  so  happens  that  two  of  the  larger  rO' 
tailors  in  South  Kesteven  have  Friesan  herds  -  a  breed  renowned 
more  for  the  quantity  than  th^  quality  of  its  milk  yield. 


All  23  samples  however  were  within  the  permitted  standards. 
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PRESERVES 

The  Foou  Standards  (Preserves)  Order,  1953^  fixes  standards 
for  all  jams,  marina  la  dcs ,  fruit  curd  and  mincemeat,  jis  a  matter 
of  interest,  the  minimum  fruit  content  of  jams  ranges  from  25  per 
cent  (blackcurrant)  to  33  per  cent  (strawberry)  and  40  per  cent 
(rhubarb  and  ginger)*  While  all  commercial  marmalades  must  have  a 
fruit  content  of  not  less  than  20  per  cent  citrus  fruit,  All  the 
samples  taken  satisfied  the  conditions  applicable* 


STMED  STEiili 

The  very  great  increase  in  the  number  of  women  at  work  has 
led  to  an  enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  foodstuffs  which  are 
packed  ready  for  aLaost  instant  use.  Of  these,  meats  are  always 
popular,  because  they  form  the  basis  of  a  nutritious  meal.  Tinned 
stewed  steak  lends  itself  admirably  to  speedy  preparation  and  when, 
as  at  one  time  was  common,  there  is  UTjwards  of  95  per  cent  of  meat 
in  the  tin,  it  suffers  little  by  coiiiparison  with  butchers*  meat* 

In  recent  years,  however,  there  has  been  a  tendency  for  some  ove2>- 
SCGS  packers  to  reduce  the  meat  content  at  the  expense  of  wliat  are 
known  as  cereal  fillers,  in  other  words  to  replace  meat  with  a 
thickened  gravy*  Although  this  tendency  has  been  widely  deprecated, 
many  packers  nou  add  the  words  **with  gravy**  or  describe  the  mixture 
as  ** casserole  steak**  and  are  thus  able  to  avoid  i  head-on  collision 
with  the  LiiW,  In  a  recent  Case  it  was  held  that  a  ** casserole  steak** 
which  contained  70  per  of  meat,  was  not  improperly  describedil 

This  sample  was  packed  in  Ireland  (under  strict  government 
coxitrol)  and  contained  96  per  cent  of  meat* 

It  will  bo  suon  from  the  foregoing  that  there  is  a  reason  for 
taking  every  sample  and  that  something  of  value  is  learned  in  every 
instance* 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  Mr,  Hawley,  Food  and  Drugs 
Officer  of  the  County  Council  for  all  the  work  he  does  on  our 
behalf  and  for  the  information  contained  in  this  raport* 


SECTION  F 


THE  PREVli>NTIQN  xiND  CONTROL  OF 

INFECTIOUS  iiND  OTHER  DISEASES 
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analysis  of  C^.SES  of  IMI'EGTIOUS  disl^se 
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270  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  recorded 
during  the  year^  compared  uith  88  in  1900  and  132  in  1959 •  lixls 
increase  was  due  to  one  of  the  periodic  outbreaks  of  measles  which 
occur  regularly  every  two  to  throe  years  as  a  new  susceptible 
comii unity  grows  up.  It  accounted  for  226  notifications  but 
fortunately  it  was  raild  in  most  cases,  though  one  child  had  to 
be  admitted  to  hospital  because  of  complications* 
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Scarlet  Fever  was  less  prevalent  so  far  as  notifications 
were  concerned,  but  I  suspect  they  do  not  reflect  the  true  picture. 
Streptococcal  sore  throat  which  is  due  to  the  saiie  organism,  is 
clinically  similar  but  without  the  rash  -  uhe  non  infectious  part  - 
but  is  not  notifiable.  It  is  sbill  most  important  to  hear  of  either 
of  these  conditions  in  households  where  there  are  food  handlers, 
as  an  explosive  spread  by  that  route  is  clearly  a  possibility  and 
all  relevant  control  measures  obviously  should  bo  taken.  Two  of 
the  cases  occurred  in  the  families  of  workers  in  school  canteens, 
impart  from  food  handlers  and  in  other  cases,  the  impounding  of 
Library  books,  as  their  pages  can  harbour  this  streptococcus  for 
quite  a  time,  there  are  few  efiective  controls  which  can  be  taken. 
The  Ministry  of  Education  do  not  consicier  that  it  is  necessary  to 
exclude  from  school,  cMldren  from  a  household  in  which  there  is 
a  case,  While  Scarlet  Fever  is  a  mild  disease  now  compared  with 
former  days,  strains  of  the  streptococcus  occur  from  time  to  time 
which  are  very  virulent,  so  vigilance  is  still  essential. 


There  were  no  reported  cases  of  Dysentery  or  Food  Poisoning 
curing  tho  year,  compared  with  five  of  the  former  in  19o0, 


Three  years  have  noy  elapsed  since  there  was  a  case  of 
Folionyolitis  in  the  District.  Tho  Vaccination  programme  against 
this  disease  has  been  a  major  success.  It  is  of  vital  importance 
that  the  immunity  of  tno  population  bo  kept  at  a  iiigh  level  by 
everyone  entitled  to  it,  ensuring  that  they  accept  the  protection 


so  easily  available  to  them,  V^ith  uhe  advent  of  the  new  oral 
vaccine,  the  procedure  becomes  even  more  simpler  and  the  neglect  to 
make  full  use  of  it  even  more  reprehensible.  It  is  highly  auvis- 
able  however  whore  a  raember  of  a  family  has  the  oral  vaccine,  that 
all  the  other  mombors  should  be  protected  at  the  same  time  either 
with  it  or  the  original  balk  type  vaccine. 


Diphtheria  has  now  been  absent  from  uhe  South  Kestevon  stage 
for  14  years,  but  it  will  assuredly  return  to  make  its  grim  bow  to 
the  public  unless  the  parents  of  all  children  Sce  tnat  they  are 
imraunised  in  their  first  year  and  again  before  they  go  to  school. 

It  is  the  utmost  folly  to  argue  that  because  a  young  mother  has 
never  hoard  of  or  even  seen  a  case,  that  there  is  no  object  in 
subjecting  her  baby  to  a  rnomontary  and  virtually  painless  needle 
prick.  This  argument  may  lead  to  avoidable  tragedy. 

The  general  use  of  triple  vaccines  providing  protection  against 
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Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  as  well  as  Diphtheria,  will  I  feel  sure 
lelp  the  campaign  for  the  latter  enormously,  ns  immunisation 
against  Tetanus  becoraes  more  general,  the  question  of  some  personal 
record  which  can  be  produced  to  a  doctor  or  at  the  hospital  in  the 
3vent  of  an  accident  will  have  to  be  answered. 

In  order  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  risk  of  contracting 
Weii*s  disease,  all  the  Council* s  employees  who  are  liable  to  come 
into  contact  with  rat  contaminated  vmter  at  sewage  disposal  works, 
sewers,  dykes  and  watercourses,  were  given  a  card  of  precautions 
to  be  observed  when  working  in  such  situations.  The  card  also 
stresses  the  necessity  for  showing  it  to  their  family  doctor  if 
they  ere  ill.  It  incorporates  an  aide  memoire  to  him,  as  the 
initial  symptoms  can  be  misleading.  The  recent  death  of  a  drain 
worker  witnin  the  ar^a  from  this  disease,  tragically  underlines 
the  fact  that  the  risk  is  no  theoretical  one. 


jy.ay  I  again  appeal  to  parents  to  have  their  children 
vaccirated  against  Smallpox,  Tnis  disease  can  so  easily  be 
imported  now  that  a  person  can  travel  from  areas  in  which  it  may 
be  prevalent  to  this  Country  in  less  than  a  cay,  .ind  be  in  the 
crocees  of  incubaeing  the  infection.  It  is  sc  much  better  to  be 


vaccinated  in  the  comparative  peace  of 
surgeiy,  than  in  the  near  hysteria  of  a 
when  trouble  arises. 


a  clinic  or  family  doctors 
mass  vaccination  session 


In  the  Nation  at  large.  Venereal  Disease  has  again  become  a 
social  and  public  health  problem. 

In  South  Kesteven  so  far  as  attendance  at  the  Peterborough 
Clinic  was  concerned,  there  were  eight  new  cases  -  two  more  than 
tho  year  before,  .idd  this  to  the  total  of  fifteen  children  born 
out  oi  wedlock  and  it  is  evident  that  promiscuity  and  extra 
marital  sexual  relationships  give  cause  for  concern,  both  on  moral 
and  health  grounds. 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  242  cases  attended  for  the  first 
time  at  the  Peterborough  clinic  from  the  area  draining  thereto. 

It  is  now  an  established  fact  that  there  is  a  risk  to  the 
developing  baby  if  a  woman  contracts  German  Measles  in  the  first 
three  months  of  her  pregnancy.  It  was  felt  by  all  the  family 
doctors  in  the  three  Gouthern  Districts  of  Kesteven  and  by  myself 
and  in  this,  the  Council  gave  their  full  support,  that  it  would  be 
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valuable  if  German  Measles  in  all  women  of  child  bearing  age  was 
made  notifiable.  It  was  agreed  to  ask  permission  to  make  it  so. 
This  was  refused  by  the  Ministryj  whose  spokesman  in  explanation 

of  the  decision  said: 

^Notification  is  not  regarded  as  of  practical  use  in  reducing 
the  risk  of  infection  in  pregnant  women  or  facilitating  the  early 
discovery  of  related  defects  in  chileren. 

The  Minister  is  advised  that  rubella  is  difficult  to  diagnose 
and  tnat  patients  arc  infectious  before  the  rash  appears;  further¬ 
more  they  are  citon  not  seen  by  a  doctor.  But  when  he  is  aware  of 
the  infection,  the  doctor  himself  can  best  t^.ke  useful  action,*’ 

By  these  criteria,  there  is  indeed  an  urgent  need  for  a  reivew 
of  those  diseases  which  are  compulsorily  notifiable  as  this 
argument  could  equally  apply  to  Whooping  Cough,  Vlhat  useful 
purpose  is  served  by  notifying  measles  so  far  as  control  measuros 
are  concerned? 


I  lock  fon->ard  to  the  day  when  our  hard  worked  family  doctors 
are  given  much  more  than  the  present  2s.  6d.  in  return  for 
notifying  conditions  which  are  really  worthwhile. 
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One  new  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred,  compared 
with  two  in  1900  and  five  in  1959.  One  death  occurred  from  the 
disease,  in  a  man  in  the  55  to  65  age  group.  There  were  three 
cases  of  the  non-pulmonary  type  compared  with  one  the  year  before, 

B.C.G,  Vaccination  was  offered  as  a  protection  against 
tubercle  to  all  school  children  aged  13  years.  The  acceptance 
rate  was  still  not  so  high  as  one  would  wish, 

\^here  consent  was  given,  the  children  were  skin  tested  and 
those  who  were  negative  were  subsequently  vaccinated,  whereas 
those  who  were  found  to  be  positive  had  a  chest  X-ray,  Fortunately 
in  no  instance  was  active  tuberculosis  discovered. 

The  liaison  which  was  established  in  I960  between  Miss 
Hetherington,  the  Health  Visitor  and  the  Chest  Clinic  has  been 
maintained  and  consolidated.  This  has  enormously  increased  the 
value  of  the  Health  Visitor* s  work  in  the  homes  of  tuberculous 
patients,  as  vshe  has  been  able  to  speak  with  knowledge  instead  of 
questioning  the  patient  in  ignorance  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  In 
return  the  Chest  Clinic  have  had  the  benefit  of  a  fuller  insight 
into  the  home  and  social  conditions  of  their  patients. 

This  interchange  of  information  has  marked  a  great  fon^Jard 
step  in  the  service  to  the  patient  with  tubercle,  and  in  the 
protection  of  the  community  of  which  he  is  a  member, 

I  would  like  to  thank  Dr,  G.  Bernard  Boyce,  Consultant  Chest 
Physician  for  the  help  and  advice  which  I  have  received  from  him 
durii.g  the  year. 

National  Assistance  Act  -  Section  47, 

Every  conceivable  effort  is  made  to  obviate  action  under  this 
section  and  removing  a  person  to  Hospital  against  his  will. 
Occasionally  however,  a  case  will  arise  in  which  a  person* s  mind 
and  realisation  of  their  needs  become  clouded  by  age  and  mental 
degeneration,  so  that  all  help  from  the  medical,  social  and 
welfare  services  is  curtly  refused. 

One  such  case  was  that  of  an  octogenarian  vjith  a  failing 
heait  and  ankles  so  swollon  that  she  had  to  move  around  the  bed¬ 
living  room  in  bare  feet  unable  to  get  shoes  on  them.  The  coals 
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\}QTQ  brolcGn  on  ijiiG  floor  and  cojQ'ti’ibu'fcGd  bo  IbB  colour  of  iior  foGb^ 
Unwashed  dishes  littered  the  table,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of 
any  hot  food  having  been  prepared  for  a  long  time  past.  Her  back 
was  bent  with  arthritis  and  her  general  person  was  untidy.  She 
bitterly  resented  all  outside  visitors  if  they  suggested  any 
alteration  to  her  mode  of  living,  her  one  plea  being  to  oe  left 
alone  in  her  own  home  in  peace,  whether  she  lived  or  died*  All 
reasoning  fell  on  deaf  ears  so  she  was  moved  to  hospital,  a 
Magistrate's  Order  having  been  obtained*  Here  she  improved  for  a 
time,  but  ultimately  died* 

Health  Education 


The  Council  subscribe  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  and  in  return  receive  and  make  use  of  their  posters 
and  propaganda  material*  Use  is  made  also  of  their  publications 
such  as  Better  Health  and  The  Health  Educational  Journal* 


During  the  year  a  special  campaign  was  launched  to  warn 
mothers  of  the  inherent  dangers  in  thin  plastic  bags  when  these 
are  misused  by  children,  either  accidentally  or  in  play.  The  slow 
campaign  by  poster  and  in  the  clinics  continued  on  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  lung  cancer  and  cigarette  smoking,  but  the  nicotine 
induced  complacency  regarding  the  facts  is  hard  to  disturb. 


The  fact  that  in 

in 


in 

and  in 


1930  there  were 
1940  there  were 
195c  ohere  were 
1961  there  were 


1,654  deaths, 
5^303  deaths, 
13^593  deaths, 
25^288  deaths 


from  this  dreadful  scrouge  -  largely  self  inflicted  -  is  met  by 
the  response  from  the  addict  ‘‘They  must  have  been  predisposed  to 
it“  or  ‘‘Why  siiould  it  happen  to  me,  as  old  lived  to  90  and 
smoked  all  his  life?“  That  Daniel  came  out  of  the  Lion‘s  den 
safely  didn*t  protect  “young  Albert”, 

Miscellany 

During  the  year  17  Socio-Medical  cases  were  investigated  and 
helped  in  whatever  way  seemed  most  appropriate  to  their  needs, 
with  the  unqualified  help  of  m:ny  other  agencies  and  services  both 
statutory  and  voluntary. 
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Amongsti  "the  cases  above  mentioned  were;— 

A  late  middle  aged  spinster,  who  was  a  hunchback  living  alone, 
was  found  to  be  self  neglected,  both  in  her  person  and  clothes, 

She  las  living  in  squalor  and  hadn*t  been  to  bed  for  days, 
preferring  to  sleep  in  a  chair  by  the  fire.  She  was  emaciated 
from  malnutrition.  She  refused  all  and  every  help  when  first 
seen,  but  changed  her  mind  when  an  ambulance  was  brought  to  the 

door  for  her. 

An  elderly  married  couple  were  both  senile  and  mutually 
int 63- dependant ,  One  had  to  go  to  hospital,  so  the  other 
fortinately  was  found  a  place  in  Vielfaro  accommodation  pending 
the  3  eturn  of  the  spouse.  Such  emergency  beds  are  not  easily 

founa. 


There  was  the  family  of  feather,  mo-oher  and  two  children  in 
wiiici  the  domestic  scene  had  been  allowed  to  reach  the  nadir  of 
socic 1  disintegration*  There  were  no  floor  coverings  in  any  room, 
except  in  one  bedroom,  where  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  of  paper 
coveied  the  floor.  There  was  but  one  ricketty  bed  and  a  mattress 
on  tie  floor.  The  kiochen  sink,  grease  encrusted  and  stained, 
contained  a  motley  collection  of  unwashed  dishes.  The  hatch 
between  it  and  the  living  room  was  a  repository  for  decaying 
vegetables.  The  whole  house  in  fact  presented  a  picture  of 
apathy  and  long  continued  neglect.  There  was  no  option  but  to 
approach  the  N,S,P,G,C,  Inspector  and  to  have  the  children 
remoi/ed  to  a  place  of  safety,  which  was  duly  done.  The 
rehatilitation  of  this  family  will  be  a  long  and  uphill  struggle. 


An  aging  couple  in  their  late  sixties  had  a  twenty-nine  year 
old  son  a  spastic  mental  defective,  vicious  at  times,  for  whom  his 
mother  had  to  do  everything  exactly  as  one  would  a  baby.  There 
vjas  no  indoor  sanitation.  All  water  had  to  be  carried  to  the 
house.  Could  any  case  be  more  deserving  of  priority  re-housing 
in  a  modern  bungalow  as  two  of  the  three  couldn*t  get  upstairs 
anyway.  There  are  many  unsung  heroines  in  the  world. 

There  was  the  85  year  old  man  living  alone  in  a  condemned 
house,  with  empty  condemned  cottages  on  either  side  of  him.  He 
too  was  favourably  considered  for  priority  rehousing. 

An  elderly  woman  living  alone  in  a  diminutive  caravan  in 
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which  she  cooks  over  a  precariously  placed  paraffin  stove  in  an 
atmosphere  which  can  be  breathtaking  at  times,  bhe  has  been 
offered  alternative  accommodation,  but  has  refused  this  and  every 
other  kind  of  help. 

These  are  but  some  of  the  socio-medical  crises  which 
presented  themselves  during  the  year,  but  they  do  serve  to 
illustrate  the  many  problems  which  life  can  present  in  this 
year  of  Grace. 

Over  and  over  again,  one  has  met  with  the  problems  presented 
by  old  age  and  its  loneliness,  particularly  when  one  partner  has 
been  taken  and  oiie  other  lives  alone.  This  year  there  were  nine 
deaths  of  peisons  who  were  well  over  ninety  years  of  age,  and, 
aLmost  without  exception,  they  had  lived  alone  for  many  years. 
Eight  of  them  were  women. 


All  the  indications  are  that  more  and  more  married  women 
may  expect  to  live  alone  for  a  good  many  years  after  the  passing 
of  'oheir  husbands.  There  is  ample  evidence  too  that  sucn  persons 
tend  to  neglect  themselves  and  withdraw  from  social  contacts.  In 
the  case  of  vjidov;ers,  this  is  even  no  re  pronounced  on  the  whole. 


Malnutrition  is  often 


a  feature  of  these 


cases. 


Vhiat  can  be  done 


to  help? 


Sooner  or  later  the  extension  of  a  Meals  on  Wheels  service 
into  the  Rural  areas,  starting  with  the  larger  parishes,  will 
have  to  be  planned,.  Another  inestimable  service  is  a  good  system 
of  voluntary  and  regular  visiting  to  the  elderly,  and  also  a  Rural 
chiropody  service  should  be  developed  to  help  the  foot  troubles 
of  the  aged. 


During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  the  leaving  of  a 
stamped  post  card  addressed  to  me  with  needy  elderly  persons,  so 
that  they  could  get  in  touch  with  help  if  they  needed  it.  This 
has  a  psychological  as  well  as  practical  significance  for  them. 


Mr,  J,G,  Farrar,  Manager  of  the  Local  Offices  of  the 
Ministry  of  pensions  and  National  Insurance  has  generously 
continued  to  co-operate  in  the  distribution  of  information.  This 
he  does  by  including  a  copy  of  the  Council* s  synopsis  of  all  the 
National,  Local  Authority  and  Voluntary  Servicos  available  to 
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\ili6  6ldGrly  locally  In  trhie  (300110101113  soul  lo  each  person  on 
ro aching  pensionable  age.  This  is  an  invaluable  melhod  of 
ensuring  a  hundred  per  cent  distribution* 

In  some  parts  of  the  country,  courses  have  been  started  by 
oig  Industrial  concerns  for  tneir  workers  in  their  rrdd-fifties 
on  preparation  for  retirement.  There  may  well  be  a  future  in 
this  idea  too, 

luring  the  year  a  Symposium  on  tiie  welfare  of  the  Elderly 
was  held  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Healtii  in  Stamford,  at  which  I 
was  honoured  at  being  asked  to  read  a  paper  on  ‘’Growing  Old  - 
Who  Csres?”  Another  speaker  talked  about  Housing  tho  Elderly; 
Past,  Present  and  Future,  and  the  Council’s  redevelopment  in 
Uffin^ton  received  very  favourable  comment  in  this.  The  third 
speaker  read  a  paper  on  the  Evolution  of  a  Geriatric  Clinic, 

korking  in  the  medico-social  sphere  one  cannot  fail  to  be 
struck  by  the  wide  variety  of  official  visitors  who  may  be  found 
in  the  homes  of  tne  handicapped  and  the  problem  families, 
kisiters  from  the  Health  Departments  of  the  County  and  the  Local 
Authoiity;  Visitors  from  the  Children’s  Department,  Visitors 
from  the  Housing  Department,  Visitors  from  the  Vielfare  Department, 
Visiters  from  the  National  Assistance  Board,  The  Sciiool  welfare 
Officer,  the  N.S.P.C.C*  Inspectors  and  in  some  instances  the 
Proba'uion  Officer  may  also  be  found,  and  this  list  even  now  is 
not  e>:haustive.  Surely  more  co-ordination  and  less  visitors, 
oven  if  some  specialisation  has  to  be  dropped  to  achieve  it 
would  benefit  the  family,  increase  efficiency  and  show  an  economy 
in  money  and  manpower. 

From  time  to  time  complaints  have-  been  received  about  fumes 
and  effluvia.  All  these  allegations  were  fully  investigated. 

It  is  needful  to  say  however,  that  an  annoyance  is  often  not  a 
Statutory  Nuisance  for  which  a  remedy  can  be  demanded  from  tho 
person  permitting  it.  In  no  instance  wore  the  complaints  found 
to  fit  into  this  latter  category.  In  most  cases  the  co-operation 
of  tie  person  causing  the  alleged  trouble  was  given  fully, 

Tho  gestation  period  for  the  final  proposals  of  the  Local 
Government  Boundary  Commission  drags  wearily  on  its  way. 
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In  thosG  days  of  the  affluent  society  witii  high  living  and 
nutritional  standards,  I  wonder  whether  there  is  a  continuing 
necessity  for  the  free  and  universal  provision  of  school  milk. 

It  costs  the  Country  over  £llmillions  in  the  year.  Is  it 
dietetically  necessary?  Is  it  appreciated?  It  could  and 
should  of  course  be  provided  where  necessary,  but  its  present 
universality  is  worth  a  passing  thought, 

I  have  continued  to  serve  on  the  Area  Maternity  Liaison 
Committee  and  the  Control  of  Infection  Committee  of  the 
Peterborough  Hospital  Group,  and  also  on  the  Disablement  Advisory 
Committee  and  the  Medical  Panel  for  the  Stamford  and  Bourne  Areas 
of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  Active  participation  in  the  work  of 
these  outside  bodies  is  fully  justified  by  the  friendly  co¬ 
operation  and  help  which  it  brings. 

Once  more  I  wish  to  thank  the-  members  of  the  Public  Health 
CoQimittee,  and  in  particular  my  Chairman,  Councillor  G,H,  Taylor, 
for  tneir  ever  active  and  dependable  support  inside  and  outside 
of  thu  Council  chamber. 

To  Mr.  Chivers  I  want  to  say  a  big  thankyou  for  his  abundant 
and  cheerful  assistance  at  all  times  throughout  another  year*s 
work,  ho  ha\?e  also  been  assisted  ably  by  Mr,  hatson  and  for  the 
last  trimester  by  Mr.  Montgomery  whose  stay  it  is  hoped  will  be 
a  long  and  happy  one, 

I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Goulder  for  his  help  and  also  the  other 
members  of  the  Staff,  with  a  special  word  of  appreciation  to  Mrs, 
Exton  and  Miss  Curtis  for  their  efforts  in  ensuring  the  smooth 
running  of  the  clerical  work  throughout  the  year  and  culminating 
in  this  productionj 

Finally  thanlcyou  Dr,  Galletly  for  so  kindly  standing  by  for 
me  when  I  have  been  away  on  holiday  or  duty, 

I  am. 


lir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
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Your  obodient  Servant^ 


Medical  Officer  of  Healbh* 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  &  1943 


Tho  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officsr  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  Year  19bl  for  the  Rural  District 
of  South  Kesteven  in  the  County  of  (lestevenj 

Lincolnshire, 


Part  I 

OF  THE  ACT 

1*  Inspection  for 

purposes  of 

provisions 

as  to  health* 

Prenises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
"Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in 

which  section  1^ 
2,3^4  &  by  are  to 
be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authorities 

5 

3 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l) 
in  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  tho 
Local  Authority 

67 

(3)  Other  promises 
in  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  tho 
Local  Authority 
(including  out¬ 
workers*  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

totals 

72 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  vjhich 
defects  were  found 
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Sanit^.ry  Conveniences 

(S.7. 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
3utworic) 


totals 
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PiiiiT  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
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TOTALS 


H.  ELLIS  ShITH, 
Medical  Officer  of  H^^alth, 
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